
  MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 
TUESDAY 3RD JANUARY 2012 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 8.00 PM   

Present: -     Cllrs
Swann - Chairman

                        Cole - Vice Chairman




Cook



Jeffery




Phillips



Pearce



Simmonds




Atkins Clerk & RFO

In attendance:
Cllr Peter Halse - Chairman EDDC, Cllr Potter - DC
Apologies:

Channon CC.
The Chairman welcomed everyone and introduced the Chairman of the East Devon District Council, Cllr Peter Halse, who was in attendance as an observer of the proceedings.  Cllr Halse said he was trying to visit all Town and Parish Councils to hear and meetas many Cllrs as he could and to understand some of the problems and matters of importance to their respective localities.  On specific matters raised he would investigate further and hopefully respond in due course.  He concluded by saying we must all work together in these difficult times.  He was thanked for his interest and attendance.
11/12/84
Minutes of the meetings held on 22nd November 2011, (interim) and 6th and 10th December 2011 were approved and signed as a true and correct record.

A) 22nd December 




Proposed Cllr Cole




Seconded Cllr Simmonds



Unan.

B) 6th December




Proposed Cllr Cole




Seconded Cllr Cook




Unan.

C) 12th December




Proposed Cllr Phillips




Seconded Cllr Pearce




Unan.
11/12/85
Declarations of Interest - None

11/12/86
Reports


A) Chairman’s

1.
At this point the Chairman highlighted the exceptional items that had been dealt with during the year.

a)Path at the Playing field - now welcomed after initial opposition.

b) Flood alleviation schemes at Venn Ottery Road and Back Lane initiated by the EA and satisfactorily completed.

c) Storage shed in the playing field re-roofed and corner cleared of rubbish.

d) Toilets in the car park refurbished after the PO Van accidental damage (insurance claim).

d) New water supply to allotments and VO Road Cemetery installed.

f) Surgery redecoration and repairs to outside of building.  Scheduled to commence on 9th January 2012.

g) Accident black spots - These have been reported to the County Council and Meg Booth who had met with Members recently to listen to their concerns.

Improvements to Halfway House junction - No satisfactory proposals forthcoming other than some cosmetic lining.

h) Parking at the Village Green to assist the Post Office/Shop.  The bus will stop in the main road and not in the lay-by thus allowing cars to park (scheme approved contract to be let).

i) Venn Ottery Green registration, titles now confirmed by the Land Registry  but still more points to be dealt with (ongoing).

j) Jubilee Celebrations - Moving ahead PC has supported with grant aid of £2,000.

k) Balsam Bashing is promoted for the next season and Cllr Halse understood that a district wide effort is needed.

2. Police

The Clerk had received the November and December reports via email.  It was noted that in November there was one crime reported this being a reduction of 3 on the previous month.  17 incidents were also logged, a decrease of 9 on the previous month.  In December, 4 crimes were reported, this being an increase of 3 on the previous month.  16 incidents were reported, a decrease of 1 on the previous month (full reports filed and appended to the main minutes).

11/12/87
Planning Decisions from EDDC - None (Christmas Break).


B) Clerks

1.
Income, expenditure and balance to the end of November 2011 were tabled, explained and noted, the Clerk adding that the analysis would be prepared in due course by Cllr Simmonds due to his computer having a problem.  

2.
To note the Council’s Insurance Requirement and Premium had been agreed and paid under a three year discounted agreement in the sum of £1423.82.

3.
To report on the meeting with Officers from the Environment Agency in respect of erosion in Webbers Meadow with particular reference to Back Brook and the River Otter. The Clerk said that the Officers were positive in their view that works could be carried out to prevent more erosion and to make safe the revetments now highlighted by works with block stone and dredging of some surplus material in the base of the Brook.  In respect of the Otter, larger block stone would be able to be used in conjunctionwith that which is in place from previous operations.  He also advised the meeting that as both were now classed as Main River any works would require EA approval and the necessary advice and forms had been forwarded.

C County Cllr - No report

D District Cllr - Cllr Potter said that the Christmas break had resulted in little to report.  However, he did remind those present that the Local Plan observations had to be returned by 31st January 2012.  He also referred to a proposal to consider moving the Headquarters of the District Council to a new purpose built premises.

He also referred to the economic outlook which was bleak, which would result in more savings and less services.

It was also noted that he had some misgivings in respect of the parking spaces on the hill below School Lane and to cone off the area as an experiment to aid safety and vision of the pelican crossing lights. 

E Any Other Reports - None
11/12/88
Correspondence - None
11/12/89
A) Application No: A) 11/2768/FUL


Watersmeet








Millmoor Lane


Proposal:  Side single storey annexe extension.

Observations:  Members object to this proposal as it sits in flood zone area 3. No 

sequential test has been carried out and it is considered that the District Council 
should require all such applications to have a mandatory comprehensive 
sequential test, therefore Members cannot support this proposal. It was noted that 
the site has been badly flooded in the past.
​_______________________________________________________________________


B) Application No: 
11/2757/TRE


Otterdene






Venn Ottery

Proposal:  T1 - Thuja, T3 Ash, G1 8 Lawson Cypress, G2 3no Cypresses, 1 no Golden Thuja-fell.
T2 - Birch - Crown lift to 3 metres, reduce by 3m lowest 1ST order branch 

Overhanging the property.
Observations:  Members support the proposal provided that a sensitive replanting scheme in the area is considered by the Planning Authority and supported by the East Devon Tree Officer.
________________________________________________________________________

11/12/90
Matters raised by Members - Cllr Jeffery - Dogs and Horses on 



footpaths at Hunger Hill area and horses whose riders gallop them across 


bridleways etc in a dangerous manner.  It was considered that the matter 


should be discussed with Clinton Devon Estates and Toby Taylor from the 

RSPB with a view to the erection of notices and consideration of further 


bins in strategic places. 

11/12/91
The Chairman closed the meeting thanking everyone for their attendance.
Open Session - Haylor Lass referred to developments on flood plains in respect of public benefit.  It was noted that the Environment Agency is not always contacted by the District Council.  Cllr Swann considered that there was no foolproof scheme in placeto make sure that they are asked to make comments.  He also considered that the District Council pays no thought to infrastructure in respect of developments.   Cllr Halse referred to the approaching Community Infrastructure Levy which will help with willing owners which should help to evoke support for local development matters.  He also hoped that Local Plans would not be set in stone.  Haylor Lass highlighted the fact of the Neighbourhood Plan which should give support to Council aspirations.  Cllr Swann at this point referred to the validation processes at East Devon which he considered were not satisfactory.  Haylor Lass then referred to the East Devon Website and highlighted the fact that it was impossible to read off the portal and the planning portal was locked over Christmas.  (Footnote.  It is understood that by clicking on the PDF option below the small correspondence it will open up to full size for easy reading, alternatively just click on each small document to access it in full size). 
Mrs Swain raised the matter of meter reading of the installed facility at the allotments.  The Clerk said that a reading had been taken and that one cube of water had been used under test conditions.  Noted. 
Shan Merritt referred to the Balsam Bashing and Cllr Halse was asked to consider a co-ordinated approach by the District Council.
Chairman                                    Date    

