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NEWSLETTER   -   JANUARY-MARCH 2010
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Delivered by volunteers, free to all households in the civil parish of Newton Poppleford & Harpford
www.newtonpopplefordpc.co.uk

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PLAY EQUIPMENT BOOST!
As you are probably by now aware, the village has won £50,000 towards a major refurbishment of the children’s’ play area on the playing field.
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A big ‘THANK YOU’ to everyone who telephoned on 23rd November to support the bid, and very special thanks to David Zirker and all those people who worked with him on the project, helping with the TV mini-film, delivering leaflets etc.

Very special thanks also to Parish Councillor Eve Rohl who proposed applying for entry to the contest.

Keep an eye on the Parish Council website for updates on progress.
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* * * * *

           NO DOGS!

A reminder to all dog walkers that dogs are banned from the Playing Field.  The signs have been vandalised so replacements are on the way (at cost to YOU, the council-tax-payer), but the ban remains in place.  

Dogs and their walkers are welcome on Webbers Meadow  -  the new land purchased by the parish council, on the other side of Back Lane.

* * * * *

PARISH PLANNING  -  HAVE YOUR SAY

Thank you to all the representatives from local groups and organisations who attended the initial meeting at the Newton Poppleford Village Hall during October, and the follow-up and feedback session on 2nd January. 

A reminder to all residents of the Parish (this includes Newton Poppleford, Harpford, Venn Ottery and Southerton) that the 
Open Drop-In Session
will be held on
Saturday, 16th January, 2010
10am – 4pm.
The Rural Community Council of Devon will be attending between 9.00am and 1.00pm, so come early if you can.  Tea or coffee will be served.  This is your opportunity to have a say in the future of the Parish and to comment on any of the issues raised so far.  We hope that this will be an interactive session and we hope to see as many of you as possible.  

Should there be an issue you wish to discuss with regard to the future of the Parish and you are unable to get to the drop-in session, please feel free to ring me on 01395-567147.

Gill Potter

NP & H Parish Plan Steering Group 

* * * * *

PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP (P3)

The Parish Council has been made aware of major changes to the Formula for funding the above partnership working as from April 2010. Mr Campbell has provided the Parish Council the details of which are:

1. 
For every mile of path the County Council will provide £30.00 per mile for vegetation cutting through the use of Volunteers.

2.
Specific bids for prioritised works which parishes may wish to carry out.  

In view of these changes Mr Campbell has decided to resign from the post of P3 Co-ordinator as of the 31st March 2010. The Council wish to thank him for all his efforts over the last few years. This now leaves the Scheme in jeopardy because without volunteers  and a co-ordinator the cost could fall on the Parish Council or revert back to the County Council carrying out its responsibilities, which will mean our paths would not be kept to the same standard that we have come to expect.  I would be pleased to receive any constructive comments as to a way forward.
D G Atkins

Clerk to the Council
* * * * *

VACANCIES FOR COUNCILLORS
It will shortly be brought to your attention by way of Public Notice on the main Notice Board in the Village by the Post Office, that vacancies now exist on the Parish Council, and the procedure for filling such will be posted thereon. If anyone is interested in filling the two vacancies please advise me, as if a Poll is not requested the Council can carry out its own procedure to fill them. (I will just remind everyone that a Poll will now cost the Council around £1500). 

D G Atkins

Clerk to the Council
* * * * *

EDDC  -  BUDGET 2010 CONSULTATION

Until 17th January, residents have the opportunity to give your opinion on where costs might be cut at EDDC.  This is a very limited on-line consultation but also has space at the end for “Any other comments” (could be the interesting bit!).  Participate via: 
http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/consultation.htm

and select ‘Budget2010’.
* * * * *
BEWARE BOGUS COUNCIL CALLERS

East Devon residents are being urged to beware of bogus telephone callers, posing as Council officers, operating in the area. EDDC has discovered that residents here are being targeted, after news of a similar scam in North Devon and Torridge. In each case, the caller claimed to be from the Council, saying that the individual may be eligible for a reimbursement of Council Tax.  

Two cases have so far been reported by Council customers in East Devon – at Exmouth and Sidmouth.  Already knowing the name and address of the victim’s bank, the caller asked for the three-digit credit card security code number before explaining they would be sent a form to complete, to process the claim. Both residents became suspicious and ended the call without divulging the security number.

Residents are urged to report any suspect calls to the EDDC‟s Customer Services and Revenues Manager, Libby Jarrett, on 01395 517446 or email revenues@eastdevon.gov.uk or call Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

* * * * *
CITIZENS ADVICE SERVICE
If you need any help and advice, the local CABs are as follows:

	SIDMOUTH

The Community Partnership, 

Mill Street

01404 44213

	Monday

9.30am  - 12.30pm

Drop-in.

	EXMOUTH

The Town Hall

St Andrew’s Road

01395 265645
	Monday – Friday

10.00am - 12.30pm

1.30pm – 4.00pm

Drop-in and appointments

	HONITON

Honiton Library

48-50 New Street

01404 44213
	Monday & Thursday

9.30am – 3.30pm

Drop-in/appts in PM.

Tues & Fri

9.30am – 12.30pm

Drop-in

Wednesday CLOSED

	AXMINSTER
Lea Combe House

Lyme Close

01297 34365
	Friday
9.30am – 3.30pm

Drop-in and appointments.




* * * * *
CLAIM YOUR TAX REPAYMENTS!

Some people have received information from Inland Revenue pointing out that they could have been overpaying income tax.

This is quite genuine as there are millions of £££s held in government coffers waiting to be reclaimed.  (I speak from personal experience  -   a few years ago I reclaimed 6 years-worth of overpaid income tax for my father, where several small personal pensions were all automatically deducting tax; this amounted to several thousand pounds repaid.)
Even if you haven’t received a claim pack, check your tax payments for the last 6 years and if you think there is a possibility that you have overpaid then contact Inland Revenue and ask for claim forms, or download them from www.hmrc.gov.uk/incometax/refund-reclaim.htm

N.B.  DO NOT respond to any email that claims to offer you a tax rebate.  This is a scam; HM Revenue & Customs will not send you any such email.
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        BLOOD DONOR SESSIONS

The next opportunities to donate 

blood will be held at The Institute 
in Ottery St Mary on:

Friday 8th January 2010

Friday 19th March 2010

Friday 30th April 2010

Other nearby sessions are as follows:

Budleigh Salt’n, Public hall
  8/3/10

Sidmouth, St Francis Hall 
19/4/10

Woodbury, Village hall
27/4/10

You can book your session on-line at www.blood.co.uk or telephone 0300 123 2323.

More donors are always needed, so even if you’ve not done it before this is your chance to really help other people  -  remember that one day you might need this kind of help.

* * * * *
HEDGE-CUTTING REMINDER
DEVON County Council has issued a reminder to landowners, farmers and residents to cut roadside hedges, trees and shrubs in order to prevent overgrown vegetation creating a road safety hazard.

Under the Highways Act 1980, landowners can be prosecuted if their roadside hedges, shrubs or trees are found to be a contributory factor to an accident. This not only applies to vegetation at the sides of roads, but also adjacent to footpaths, cycleways and public rights of way.

Where road safety is not a problem, people are recommended to trim roadside hedges in January and February as this helps to ensure that berries and nuts are left for wildlife as long as possible. No trimming should take place during the main bird-breeding season of March to July inclusive, unless unavoidable for safety reasons. Some bird nesting may take place beyond this period, for example the rare Cirl Bunting found in South Devon which can breed into August and early September. Climate change has also advanced the onset of breeding for some species; Robins and Blackbirds can now also be found nesting in February. 

Councillor Stuart Hughes, Devon County Council Cabinet Member for Highways and Transportation, said: “Most landowners take their responsibilities very seriously, which has resulted in Devon’s countryside and hedges being well maintained and looking attractive. We occasionally receive complaints from people who wrongly assume responsibility for roadside hedge cutting lies with the County Council. We need the co-operation of all landowners, occupiers, farmers and residents to undertake maintenance of their hedges, trees and shrubs, including the removal of all parings, in a safe and sympathetic way and at the most appropriate time.”

Devon County Council Ecologist Sarah Jennings said: “Although hedge cutting for safety purposes, particularly at junctions and the inside of bends, should be carried out whenever necessary, cutting during the winter months is generally the best time for the wildlife in rural hedgerows. Where hedges are set back from the edge of the road and safety considerations allow, owners could think about cutting the sides and tops on a two or three year cycle.”

Devon County Council has produced a free leaflet giving advice on the maintenance of roadside hedges and trees. Copies can be obtained from the County Council’s Website at: www.devon.gov.uk/index/transportroads/
 


   roads/road_maintenance   

or call 0845 1551004
or email hwaymain@devon.gov.uk.

More information about Devon’s hedges is available on the County Council‘s web site at: www.devon.gov.uk/hedges 
* * * * *

THE RIVERSIDE PLAYERS  - PANTO TIME!

Following the successful production of Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs in February 2009, rehearsals are well under way for the Riverside Players next pantomime, "Dick Whittington" by Alan P Frayn.   Oh yes they are!
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With a cast of nearly 30 adults and youngsters from Newton Poppleford and surrounding villages, it promises to be great fun for all the family!   Oh yes it does!
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Dick Whittington runs from

11th to 13th February 2010
7.30 pm at 
Newton Poppleford Village Hall
with a Saturday matinée at 2.30pm. Tickets are £6 (under 16 years £3 at the matinée) and are selling quickly so telephone 01395 568897.
* * * * *
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S COLUMN
Please accept my best wishes for a happy and healthy 2010.

East Devon District Council is busily planning the future of the District with its Local Development Framework discussions. Parish Plans and Village Design Statements have greatly assisted in this process. It is good to see that the Parish of Newton Poppleford & Harpford is currently preparing its own Plan and I hope as many parishioners as possible will get involved.  I would like to quote from a recent meeting at EDDC with regard to the provision of affordable housing: “Overall, the thrust of parish plans is that rural communities are generally accepting of the need for some development, but preferably for occupation by local people who need it, and would help the village to survive as a living entity, rather than being an enclave for the retired and a dormitory for workers in Exeter.  Large scale development is not an option so far as rural residents are concerned.”

Local Government Reorganisation is very much alive and kicking!  In early December the Boundary Committee published its advice on unitary local government in Devon.  It said: “In Devon the Committee has put forward a single unitary council for the current Devon county area”.  From a political point of view the Conservative party has declared that, if elected, it would reverse this process but I suspect if the current administration is returned the Boundary Committee’s advice would be accepted.  EDDC is improving its efficiency all the time and charges less for its services than most other authorities …long live the EDDC!

As East Devon’s Post Office Member Champion, I was pleased with the government announcement that a public consultation on increasing financial services available at the Post Office is to take place.  I was, however, disappointed that it did not recommend the creation of a Post Bank, which would enable all banking transactions to take place at the Post Office and thereby ensure a profitable future for a network of twelve thousand  branches.     

Ken Potter  -  EDDC
* * * * *
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
COUNCILLORS AS AT JANUARY 2010
	Name
	Tel.
	Address
	Ward

	PARISH COUNCILLORS

	Maureen Cook
	01395 568348
	24 Littledown Orchard, Newton Pop EX10 0BQ
	N Pop

	Dave Jefferey
	01395 568897
	Old Orchard, Burrow EX10 0BP
	N Pop

	George Pearce
	01395 568571
	25 Turner Close, Newton Pop EX10 0EN
	N Pop

	Enid Prince
	01395 567861
	4 Oak Tree Villas, Station Road, N Pop EX10 0EP
	N Pop

	(Vacancy)
	
	
	N Pop

	Bryan Woodley

Chairman
	01395 568667
	The Falls, Exeter Road, Newton Pop EX10 0BJ
	N Pop

	David Hodge
	01395 567657
	48 Lark Rise, Newton Pop EX10 0DH
	Harpford

	(Vacancy)
	
	
	Harpford

	Derek Simmonds
	01395 567751
	Westfield, Lower Way, Harpford EX10 0NQ
	Harpford

	Richard Swann
	01395 567883
	Applegarth, Back Lane, Newton Pop EX10 0EZ
	Harpford

	Chris Cole
Vice Chairman
	01395 567621
	Court Barn, Southerton EX11 1SE
	Venn Ot’ry

	
	
	
	

	County Cllr

Christine Channon
	01395 442927
	12 Cricket Field Court, Cricket Field Lane, Budleigh Salterton
	N/A

	District Cllr

Ken Potter
	01395 567147
	Bayford Lodge, Exmouth Road, Newton Pop
	N/A

	Clerk to Council

David Atkins
	01395 264003
	Potters, Lympstone Hill, Exmouth EX8 5AF
	N/A

	Local Police Offcr

Dave Wallace
	08452 777444
	(Contact via Sidmouth Police Station)
	N/A

	Website & Newsletter
Shân Merritt
	01404 812733
	Venn Ottery Barton, Venn Ottery, EX11 1RZ

webmaint@newtonpopplefordpc.co.uk
	N/A


The Parish Council meets monthly, usually on the first Tuesday of the month, in Newton Poppleford Village Hall at 8.00pm; there is no meeting in August.  All official correspondence should be addressed to the Clerk of the Council. [image: image2]
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