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NEWTON POPPLEFORD & HARPFORD PARISH COUNCIL

[image: image3.emf] NEWSLETTER   -   SEPTEMBER 2011
Delivered by volunteers, free to all households in the civil parish of Newton Poppleford & Harpford
www.newtonpopplefordpc.co.uk

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

DOG POO
Sadly, Newton Poppleford has been recognised as one of the worst places in East Devon for dog poo: too much on the footpaths, not picked up and placed in the special bins, and causing a serious health hazard on the Playing Field. The Playing Field is designated as an area banned from dogs, The “Home” Team must co-operate with the “Away” Team and help enforce the ban as shown on notices at all entrances to the field. Dog Poo must also be picked-up from the walkways in Webbers Meadow.
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The majority of dog owners behave

responsibly picking up and disposing 
of dog mess appropriately. However 
there are still a few who are not mindful 
of public health issues . . . 

To improve the situation, please refrain from leaving dog poo (either ‘au naturel’ or in bags) anywhere where people walk, or where contractors have to cut with strimmers as it gets all over their machines and clothes. (Would you want to be spattered with the undigested leavings of other peoples’ pooches?)  Please also do not place filled bags anywhere other than dog bins! (i.e. Do not leave used bags in hedges, on fences, or other peoples gardens.)
Please take it home or place it the nearest dog or waste bin. The Dog Warden Service has been notified of this matter and can take action in line with local policy.
The district council, in conjunction with the town and parish councils, has defined a set of orders as follows:

The Orders now in force are:

*  A single district-wide order making it an offence:

-
to fail to pick-up after your dog fouls, 

-
to fail to put your dog on a lead when told to do so by an authorised officer, 

-
to take out more than 6 dogs at any one time. 

*  There is an Order prohibiting dogs from certain areas. N.B. Newton Poppleford Playing Field is subject to prohibition of dogs!

*  An Order prohibiting dogs from certain parts of the beaches between 1 May and 30 September each year.

*  An Order requiring that dogs be kept on leads in certain areas.

Under the new Dog Control Orders all offences would be punishable by a fine of up to £1000 following conviction. For first offences, officers could issue a fixed penalty notice with a fine of £80.  The full details can be seen on EDDC’s website.

SUBSIDISED BUS FARES
In addition to the free bus travel on local buses for people who have attained state pension age, those of us who are over 60 years old have had the benefit of 50% discount on long-distance bus fares, such as those run by National Express.  You might have noticed that this concession is due to be removed from 31/10/11, although discounted tickets bought before that date can be used until 31/8/12.  

All is not lost!  If you book your journey in advance you can frequently buy National Express tickets at lower prices than the 50% reduction, buying your tickets over the internet at www.nationalexpress.com  It is quite straightforward to find a good fare, but the cheapest fares are those booked furthest in advance (in reality you need to book at least 14 days ahead). 
The other very good wheeze is to book via Megabus ( www.megabus.com ) which offers both train and bus fares.  Again, book well ahead and you can get some excellent discounts (e.g. 1-way Exeter to London Waterloo for £6 on South West Trains).

This is not an advert and we’re not being paid to publish this, but we hope that residents will be able to benefit from the info.  If you don’t have access to the internet yourself, ask your friends or neighbours to help you.

* * * * *
POLICE NEW NON-EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBER:  101 
This new contact phone number will be adopted by every police force in England and Wales as their non-emergency number from September 2011. It will provide the public with one easy-to-remember number wherever they are in the country. While 999 is a well-recognised number used to report emergencies,  a survey found that only 54% of the public know how to contact their local police if they want to talk to them about policing, crime or anti-social behaviour. The introduction of the 101 number will help communities to keep their neighbourhoods safe by giving them one easy way to contact their local police force to report non emergency crime and disorder or to speak to their local officers. Calls to 101 will cost 15 pence per call, no matter how long you are on the phone – this applies to both landlines and mobile phones.
All emergencies  -  use 999
* * * * *

BALSAM   BASHING  2011

The Parish Council would like to extend grateful thanks to all volunteers who braved the icy flowing waters of the Brook in order to rid the area of the invasive plant ‘Himalayan Balsam’. Attempts were made on a number of occasions during June, July and August with a great deal of success. Clearly all plants in our area were not removed because of the ‘Mammoth’ task involved. It is hoped to commence another assault in the Spring next year. An earlier start would be beneficial to remove even more of the plants before they flower.

Many hands make light work and so many more volunteers would be warmly welcomed to try and eradicate this invasive plant next Spring.

Also thanks to Mr Paul Champion, Head Gardener from Bicton College, who gave us his expert help and advice

* * * * *
QUERIES RE LOCAL MATTERS
A local resident has raised a few points that the parish council feels should be brought to public attention.

1.  
The new footpath along Back Brook

Concern had been expressed about the funding for provision of this facility. To reassure everyone: the footpath was not funded by money raised through Council Tax or similar sources, but came from ‘Section 106 Agreement’ money held by EDDC. This is money that developers (private and commercial) who are building in the district have to contribute towards projects within the parish affected. The district council must agree that the project is of value to residents in the parish before releasing the funds. The decision to apply to the EDDC and DCC was taken by the PC after many complaints from local residents (not necessarily dog walkers) using the former track including a Fire Officer who fell on this path whilst on duty, various Councillors, and many members of the Parish who complained of the danger in winter time.

The S106 money is ringfenced at EDDC and at present may only be used for sport or recreational purposes, so cannot be applied to other projects that might be seen as worthwhile. The PC has challenged this and the matter is under review at EDDC, but if not used within certain timescales the money could be allocated to other parishes, so it’s a matter of ‘use it or lose it’.

The installed footpath was stated in writing by DCC to be a “splendid” continuation of the path from the Bovis Estate. The new footpath has been commended by many users (one by letter) and no other complaints have been received.
2.  
Ragwort and Balsam 
Ragwort is seen in various parts of the parish but, for instance, on Back Lane the sea of yellow is in fact Tansy which is more respected than the poisonous Ragwort.
Ragwort is classed as hazardous and must not be disposed of to landfill, nor should it be composted. Thus if you pull up ragwort it should be burned.  Clearance of ragwort (like any other weeds) is the responsibility of the landowner, which includes land over which footpaths run.  
Himalayan Balsam has been a different story and the Council has drawn attention to the problem which results in the erosion of the river banks, especially this year. Dedicated teams of resident volunteers have been operating on more than six sessions this year in response to posters and notices in the two village magazines.  We applaud their cooperation as well as the help and guidance from the Head Gardener of Bicton College.

Further help is required for the containment of Japanese Knotweed reported in or near the Harpford culvert. Please contact your Councillor if you can help at all.
3.  
Flood Protection Measures
The Environment Agency has undertaken various measures within the parish both to repair damage caused by past flooding (e.g. Harpford footbridge) and prevent future flooding (e.g. Back Brook and Venn Ottery Road). This matter is the direct responsibility of the Environment Agency and not the Parish Council. Both the Engineering and the Costs are the responsibility of this Agency.

4. 
Road Safety Issues (at Newton Poppleford & Harpford Bridge)
The Council is well aware of this issue and the matter is to be included in the Village Plan as well as drawing attention to SUSTRANS in respect of an alternative crossing. The Parish Council has for many years raised this matter with DCC and continues to press the case for a footbridge alongside the main road (A3052) bridge at Harpford. The PC is currently engaged in discussion with DCC on this and other road safety issues within the village in the vicinities of the mini roundabout and the Southern Cross tearoom.

5. 
Children sprayed by rain water
Waiting at bus-stops can be unpleasant for anyone during rainfall, but this is a problem that can be seen everywhere where there is poor road surface drainage. Shelters have been erected where possible but of necessity are sometimes very close to the roadside. 
* * * * *
PARISH DECISIONS ARE MADE BY LOCAL PEOPLE  -  IF YOU HAVE CONCERNS,
 WHY NOT JOIN THE PARISH COUNCIL?
Membership of the Parish Council is open to all persons (subject to meeting certain criteria: UK citizen, resident in the parish, aged over 21 etc.).  There are still 3 vacancies on the PC so if you are interest please come forward for election or co-option.  NB. You don’t have to live in the Ward that you represent, but you must live in the parish.
The contributions made by the present mix of Councillors (both local and those who have moved here from further afield) has been significant in terms of their voluntary work and management skills applied to specific disciplines, for example management of the  Financial Database, Action List Management, Play Area Equipment Inspections and Maintenance, Project Management of Engineering Works, Planning Application Reviews and Grant’s Management (including Section 106 Management as applied to this Parish).
The voluntary work contributions made by parishioners are also noteworthy:  e.g. Footpath mowing in Webbers Meadow,  Balsam pulling along Back Brook and in Harpford, rubbish gathering in public areas, tree planting and their aftercare in Webbers Meadow, management of the three Parish Meeting Halls.
The councillors are not averse to criticism that is constructive but they also appreciate all of those unsung heroes who actively engage in the Council Meetings and associated work as outlined above to achieve a better Parish for us all to enjoy.

If you have any issues that you feel should be discussed in the open, please come along to the Parish Council meetings  -  there is always an “Open Session” at the end of each meeting.

Written on behalf of the Parish Council.
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* * * * *
Presentation to 
Bryan Woodley

At the Parish Council meeting
on 6/9/11 Chairman Richard
Swann made a presentation
to Bryan Woodley in 

recognition of his hard work over many years on behalf of the residents of this Parish.

To summarise some of Bryan’s achievements:

1979
Joined the Parish Council

Newton Poppleford School Governor 4 years

Served on Parish Council Planning Committee

1979-1980 Chairman of Carnival Committee

Chairman of Playing Field about 8 years

Ran the Village Fete about 8 years

Chairman of Tennis Club; raised £45,000 for new courts and acted as Guarantor of loan.

1986-1993 Vice Chairman of Parish Council under Cllr. C. Causley
1991-1992 Chairman of Parish Council

1991-1993 Chairman of Village Fund Raising Group for Ottery St Mary Hospital and raised £25,000

2001-2002 Served on the Queens Golden Jubilee Committee under Geoff Tenney

1999-2004 Vice Chairman of Parish Council under Cllr. Doreen Webber

2000-2004 Acting Chairman

2004-2009 Chairman of the Parish Council  

Following the reading of the above testament by Mr David Atkins, the Parish Clerk, the Chairman of the Parish Council – Cllr. Richard Swann -  presented Bryan with a small gift on behalf of the Council in recognition of his outstanding service to the Parish and Community spanning many years. The Chairman also expressed his  appreciation to Bryan that he has taken the Chairmanship of the newly formed Diamond Jubilee Committee and pledged the Parish Council’s support.

* * * * *

Vision for the future – the Parish Plan

There really isn’t much to report at the moment! 

As you probably remember, since acquiring a grant from the East Devon AONB Partnership, a grant from Christine Channon (our County Councillor) and further money from our own Parish Council, we have been able to enlist the help of Devon County Council to do the data input for us.  They completed the initial data input fairly quickly but adding all the individual comments has been taking some time.

We hope we shall be able to take this process forward again during the autumn, when we can begin to compile the final document.  Fingers crossed!

Gill Potter

* * * * *

NEXT BLOOD DONING SESSIONS

The Institute, Ottery St Mary: 14/10/11

West Hill Village Hall:  27/12/11

St Francis Hall, Sidmouth: 5/12/11 

Ring 0300 123 23 23 for appointments.

* * * * *

RSPB Aylesbeare Common Nature Reserve

September 2011

As I write it already feels as though summer is slipping away: leaves are turning colour and the late summer insects are on the wing. Big emperor dragonflies patrol their territories and red admirals are busy on the over-ripe blackberries. It has been a great year for fruit of all sorts, so the garden birds will be out in the countryside foraging rather than queuing up at our bird tables. 

The summer visitor birds will soon be off to warmer winter quarters: the swifts have already gone south and the swallows are following.  But under the eaves of my house the house martins are still optimistically raising a last brood. Perhaps they think we are in for an Indian summer!

It’s the time of year when the breeding bird statistics are being compiled.  We saw a massive fall in the numbers of Dartford warblers surviving to breed on the reserve this year, down to only three singing males defending territories this summer. But right at the end of August another male was heard singing in a different place: probably one of this year’s youngsters getting in some practice.  We have our fingers firmly crossed for next year.

Nightjar numbers have stayed pretty constant over the last few years and 21 calling males were recorded this year.  It is well worth an evening outing to hear them on a still warm summer evening when they come out to hunt moths.

We continue to expand the area of heathland grazed by cattle and ponies and this year we have had four ponies on Withycombe Raleigh Common for the first time.  They are already having a positive effect on the habitats, reducing the vigour of the grass and trampling the brambles.

Our three residential volunteers have been varying their work over the summer by stints up on Dartmoor protecting some very rare breeding birds with 24-hour surveillance. Successfully, in the end, as the birds managed to fledge their second brood, thought the first eggs were predated.

Heathweek was a great success this year with most of the events well attended and the weather very kind.

* * * * *

MESSAGES FROM OUR COUNTY COUNCILLOR

*
Highways are going to strim the undergrowth in Farthings Lane and put some more finings down to ensure a firm surface. They are also going to erect a sign on the opposite side of the main road, just before Southern Cross to indicate a Public Right Of Way along Farthings Lane.
*
DCC are going to replace the HORSA hut at the Primary School at the Primary School, where the meals are prepared, at a cost of c.£37k 

*
Sustrans are looking at the possibility of erecting a bridge for cyclists across the Otter at Bridge End. There is as yet no budget hence no timescale.
Christine Channon  -  County Councillor
* * * * *

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S COLUMN
I do hope you have enjoyed the summer. The weather was not ideal but I believe the sun will shine again one day.
One of my concerns is for the future of the network of Post Offices. The Government has decided to convert two thousand sub-Post Offices into Post Office Locals.

A Post Office Local will not be a traditional Post Office, as the service offered will be provided from a Post Office till, adjacent to the trading till in a village/convenience store or other outlet if considered suitable. I am so concerned about this that I asked East Devon MP Hugo Swire and Tiverton and Honiton MP Neil Parish to arrange a meeting with Edward Davey MP, Minister for Postal Affairs to voice my concerns. The Meeting took place on Monday 11th July in the House of Commons. I have to say we were well received and the Minister was keen to emphasize his commitment to offering Post Office services to at least 11,500 communities currently served. He was not so confident about new business for the network or what might happen after 2015. If you share my concerns I would be pleased to hear from you.

Planning for future levels of development in East Devon is taking place at the Knowle and members of the public are invited to attend. The aim is to prepare a plan that will shape the future of the District for the next ten to fifteen years.

Devon and Cornwall Police have introduced a new non-emergency phone number for use after 5th September 2011. To report a non-emergency matter now dial 101. The old number 08452 777444 will gradually be phased out.
Ken Potter  -  District Councillor
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
COUNCILLORS AS AT SEPTEMBER 2011
	Name
	Tel.
	Address
	Ward

	PARISH COUNCILLORS

	Maureen Cook
	01395 568348
	24 Littledown Orchard, Newton Pop EX10 0BQ
	N Pop

	Dave Jeffery
	01395 568897
	Old Orchard, Burrow EX10 0BP
	N Pop

	George Pearce
	01395 568571
	25 Turner Close, Newton Pop EX10 0EN
	N Pop

	(3 Vacancies)
	
	
	N Pop

	Bill Phillips
	01395 567786
	7 Chestnut Way, Newton Poppleford EX10 
	Harpford

	Mark Sanders
	01395 568052
	Luscombe, Back Lane, Newton Pop EX10 0EZ
	Harpford

	Derek Simmonds
	01395 567751
	Westfield, Lower Way, Harpford EX10 0NQ
	Harpford

	Richard Swann  - Chair
	01395 567883
	Applegarth, Back Lane, Newton Pop EX10 0EZ
	Harpford

	Chris Cole - Vice Chair
	01395 567621
	Court Barn, Southerton EX11 1SE
	Venn Ot’ry

	
	
	
	

	County Cllr

Christine Channon
	01395 442927
	12 Cricket Field Court, Cricket Field Lane, Budleigh Salterton
	N/A

	District Cllr

Ken Potter
	01395 567147
	Bayford Lodge, Exmouth Road, Newton Pop
	N/A

	Clerk to Council

David Atkins
	01395 264003
	Potters, Lympstone Hill, Exmouth EX8 5AF
	N/A

	Local Police Officer

Dave Wallace
	08452 777444
	(Contact via Sidmouth Police Station)
	N/A

	Website & Newsletter
Shân Merritt
	01404 812733
	Venn Ottery Barton, Venn Ottery, EX11 1RZ

webmaint@newtonpopplefordpc.co.uk
	N/A


The Parish Council meets monthly, usually on the first Tuesday of the month, in Newton Poppleford Village Hall at 8.00pm; there is no meeting in August.  All official correspondence should be addressed to the Clerk to the Council.[image: image1]
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