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Delivered by volunteers, free to all households in the civil parish of Newton Poppleford & Harpford
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                POSTAL VOTES
The General Election will
 be held in the nearish 

 (but at time of writing,

 unspecified) future.  If you are likely to be away, or maybe you find it difficult to get out and about, then you might wish to register for a Postal Vote.  To register for a postal vote please telephone 01395 517402 as soon as possible.  The forms will be sent to you for completion, and must be returned promptly to ensure that you receive your vote.
* * * * *

NEWTON POPPLEFORD & HARPFORD

PARISH PLAN – Vision for the Future …!
As you know, the Parish Plan Steering Group has been working hard on the questionnaire which will soon be delivered to all households in the Parish.  The questionnaire is based on all the issues that were raised at the Open Drop-In Session at the Newton Poppleford Village Hall in January and we are hoping to get the questionnaire out to you during May.

We now have the huge task of delivering and collecting the questionnaires.  We want to make this as personal as possible and are looking to add to our current list of volunteers.  Would you be willing to spare a little time on a couple of days to help by delivering/collecting questionnaires in the road where you live?  (Don’t worry if you live in a long road – we would try to divide this up as much as possible, so that nobody has to deliver to/collect from too many houses!)  If you can help, we would be most grateful.  Please ring Gill Potter on 01395 567147.

Finally, when you receive your questionnaire, please do take the time to complete it.  We need to get ideas and opinions regarding the future of the Parish from as many people as possible.  Thank you!

Gill Potter

PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP (P3)

The Parish Council has been made aware of major changes to the Formula for funding the above partnership working as from April 2010. Mr Campbell has provided the Parish Council the details of which are:

1. 
For every mile of path the County Council will provide £30.00 per mile for vegetation cutting through the use of Volunteers.

2.
Specific bids for prioritised works which parishes may wish to carry out.  

In view of these changes Mr Campbell has decided to resign from the post of P3 Co-ordinator as of the 31st March 2010. The Council wish to thank him for all his efforts over the last few years. This now leaves the Scheme in jeopardy because without volunteers  and a co-ordinator the cost could fall on the Parish Council or revert back to the County Council carrying out its responsibilities, which will mean our paths would not be kept to the same standard that we have come to expect.  I would be pleased to receive any constructive comments as to a way forward.
D G Atkins

Clerk to the Council
* * * * *

VACANCIES FOR COUNCILLORS
It will shortly be brought to your attention by way of Public Notice on the main Notice Board in the Village by the Post Office, that vacancies now exist on the Parish Council, and the procedure for filling such will be posted thereon. If anyone is interested in filling the two vacancies please advise me, as if a Poll is not requested the Council can carry out its own procedure to fill them. (I will just remind everyone that a Poll will now cost the Council around £1500). 

D G Atkins

Clerk to the Council
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The next opportunity to donate 

blood will be held at The Institute 
in Ottery St Mary on:

      30/4/10 for 3 days
Other nearby sessions are as follows:

Sidmouth, St Francis Hall 
19-20/4/10

Woodbury, Village hall
27-28/4/10

You can book your session on-line at www.blood.co.uk or telephone 0300 123 2323.  More donors are always needed, so even if you’ve not done it before this is your chance to really help other people  -  remember that one day you might need this kind of help.

* * * * *
HIMALAYAN BALSAM
This plant  -  although in its way quite attractive  -  is an invasive weed and uses explosive seed dispersal to spread its territory.  It has fleshy stems and pretty pink flowers, and can grow to 2m high.  Mostly found along stream and riverbanks.
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It is so aggressive that it suppresses many of our native plants, so that riverbanks can be left bare and unprotected in winter, leading to erosion.  (And we’ve all seen what damage flooding can do!)
This plant grows in our parish along the banks of the River Otter and Back Brook (and other areas) and the Parish Council is organising 2 “Balsam Bashing” days on 
5th June in Newton Pop
meeting at the Playing Field at 10.00am

12th June in Harpford 
meeting at Harpford Hall at 10.00am.
Volunteers are needed to help in pulling up or cutting down the plants before the seedpods are formed, so please come along and join in if you can.  Wellies and working gloves are strongly recommended!
* * * * *
POLICE REPORT  -  MARCH 2010
Back on 31/01/09 the Newton Poppleford Pavilion, which is used by the local Youth Club and other clubs/activities, was damaged in an arson attack. Since then the Local Parish Council has been very helpful and have given the building a refurbishment. On Wednesday the 17th March the Youth Club was able to return and use the building with brand new facilities. This has been very well-received by the children.
 
Recently Sidmouth and the surrounding villages have been targeted by Bogus Traders and Cold Callers. To protect the community the local Neighbourhood Team have produced a number of ‘NO COLD CALLER’ stickers. These stickers can be placed on your front door or front window to deter any unwanted visitors. To obtain one of these stickers, you can visit Sidmouth Police Station (opening times Monday to Friday 0900hrs to 1700hrs) or request a ‘no cold calling’ pack by writing to the following address:
 
PCSO Alex Powe
Sidmouth Police Station
40 Temple Street, Sidmouth EX10 9BA
 
You can also collect a Cold Caller Advice leaflet and a Community Messaging form.  Community Messaging is a free service from the Devon and Cornwall Constabulary, which sends you important information regarding policing issues in your area. e.g. Bogus Callers, Stolen Vehicles, Missing Persons etc.
 
PCSO Alex Powe and Sgt Andrew Turner will also be visiting Newton Poppleford School to advise pupils on Internet Safety and Cyber Bullying in April. With popular websites including Facebook and BEBO being regularly used by children, it is useful for both parents and children to know that dangers of using these Social Networking Sites.
* * * * *
News Letter contribution from the RSPB 
on Aylesbeare Common

Would just like to thank the editor for asking us to contribute to the newsletter, perhaps a new audience to inform about work on the heaths?

The breeding season has started with many resident species now setting up territories, including Dartford warblers and stone chats; the summer migrants are well on their way with chiffchaff’s, willow warblers and sand martins arriving on our shores over the Easter weekend.

The Galloway cattle will be heading back to Aylesbeare, Venn Ottery and Harpford Commons for the summer grazing season: cows and calves will be arriving in late April/early May.  They join the six Exmoor ponies on Venn Ottery Hill, and the six Dartmoor ponies on Aylesbeare ‘wet finger’ who have already been hard at work over the winter keeping the grass in check. It is important to remember that dogs need to be kept on a short lead when near livestock at all times.  Also, under the terms of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (2000), dog owners are required to keep their animals on short fixed leads (no more than 2m) between 1st March and 31st July.  This is when ground-nesting birds, as well as mammals, reptiles and amphibians are at their most vulnerable. The heaths provide enormously important habitats for a range of rare and threatened species – please don’t allow your dog to disturb them.

The annual Heath week events start on Sunday 25th July, with a celebration of everything heathy at Woodbury Castle car park from 11 am.  There will be plenty of events to fascinate and entertain the whole family.  Keep your eyes open for the Heath Week leaflet, hopefully being printed in late May.

* * * * *
TEMP & PERMANENT JOBS 
IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT
It might be of interest to some people to know that East Devon District Council and Devon County Council both advertise vacancies for jobs in their organisations on their respective websites.  There are also vacancies for other jobs in the public sector, e.g. temporary positions to help with the Census in 2011.

To register your interest, or apply for a position, go the councils’ websites and take a look at jobs available, both now and in the future.

* * * * *

HARPFORD HALL SUMMER FAYRE

Saturday 17TH July 2010 from 2pm

A date for your diaries this coming summer is July 17th when we are planning a Summer Fayre down by the river in Harpford.  Admission will be free, but there will be plenty of stalls to spend your hard earned cash on and don’t forget it is all for a good cause, the upkeep of the hall.  As well as stalls for your enjoyment there will be live music, a hog roast, a display of jaguar cars, kindly supplied by The Jaguar Enthusiasts Club (Devon) and we hope to stage duck racing, the plastic variety of course, as real ducks would be difficult to control at the starting gate!  After the last two Julys we really must be due a good one surely, so hopefully the river will not be in spate.  

There will be parking available should you have to bring the car.  All we need is good weather and lots of support, so we look forward to seeing you on the day. Should you wish to know more, enquires please to 01395 567751.
Derek Simmonds

* * * * *

PLAYING FIELDS FOUNDATION UPDATE

After the arson attack and other problems the Pavilion has now been refurbished using money from grants, the insurance claim, and the Parish Council.  The Youth Club is back in action and the venue is available for hire. 

The children’s’ play area is about to be refurbished, having won lottery funding of £50,000.  The work should start in May but help might be needed to dismantle the old equipment.  Also If anybody knows a metal dealer that will take away the old metal equipment it would save a lot of time and money. 

To hire the Pavilion or to have a look around, or if you can help with dismantling old play equipment or disposing of the metal, please contact David Zirker on 01395 567430 or 07802 755411.
* * * * *
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S COLUMN
The good news is that Devon County Council is not to become a Unitary Authority and that East Devon District Council will remain your local council.

 

Due to the economic downturn and a reduction in public spending, local authorities are looking for ways to save money.  To this end, EDDC is planning with South Somerset District Council to save costs by partnership working.  As a starter, the post of Chief Executive is to be shared by the two authorities, and this commenced on 22nd March, 2010.  Further savings are planned after consultation between the two councils.

 

I hope you have read the booklet you received when advised of the council tax for 2010/2011.  You will see that this year's increase is just under the annual rate of inflation and I can assure you every effort is being made to ensure that best value for money is delivered.

 

The Local Development Framework Panel is busy planning for the next 20 years!  The Regional Spatial Strategy requires East Devon to provide 17,100 dwellings in that time.  The plan is to site 11,500 dwellings in East Devon's West End adjoining Exeter and the remaining 5,600 dwellings in the rest of the District.  As you will know, Newton Poppleford is preparing its own plans for the future, which will form part of the Local Development Framework and I do hope you will assist by filling in the Questionnaire when it arrives some time in the not too distant future.

 

Finally, I hope you will thoroughly enjoy and beautiful Spring and happy General Election.

 

Ken Potter-  EDDC
* * * * *
ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held in the Village Hall on Tuesday 4th May starting at 7.30pm, followed by the Annual Parish Council Meeting at 8.00pm.

The Chairman and Committees will be elected read and reports given of the council’s activities, the finances, and other relevant matters.
As with all Parish Council meetings these are open to everyone to attend.
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COUNCILLORS AS AT APRIL 2010
	Name
	Tel.
	Address
	Ward

	PARISH COUNCILLORS

	Maureen Cook
	01395 568348
	24 Littledown Orchard, Newton Pop EX10 0BQ
	N Pop

	Dave Jefferey
	01395 568897
	Old Orchard, Burrow EX10 0BP
	N Pop

	George Pearce
	01395 568571
	25 Turner Close, Newton Pop EX10 0EN
	N Pop

	Enid Prince
	01395 567861
	4 Oak Tree Villas, Station Road, N Pop EX10 0EP
	N Pop

	(Vacancy)
	
	
	N Pop

	Bryan Woodley

Chairman
	01395 568667
	The Falls, Exeter Road, Newton Pop EX10 0BJ
	N Pop

	David Hodge
	01395 567657
	48 Lark Rise, Newton Pop EX10 0DH
	Harpford

	(Vacancy)
	
	
	Harpford

	Derek Simmonds
	01395 567751
	Westfield, Lower Way, Harpford EX10 0NQ
	Harpford

	Richard Swann
	01395 567883
	Applegarth, Back Lane, Newton Pop EX10 0EZ
	Harpford

	Chris Cole
Vice Chairman
	01395 567621
	Court Barn, Southerton EX11 1SE
	Venn Ot’ry

	
	
	
	

	County Cllr

Christine Channon
	01395 442927
	12 Cricket Field Court, Cricket Field Lane, Budleigh Salterton
	N/A

	District Cllr

Ken Potter
	01395 567147
	Bayford Lodge, Exmouth Road, Newton Pop
	N/A

	Clerk to Council

David Atkins
	01395 264003
	Potters, Lympstone Hill, Exmouth EX8 5AF
	N/A

	Local Police Offcr

Dave Wallace
	08452 777444
	(Contact via Sidmouth Police Station)
	N/A

	Website & Newsletter
Shân Merritt
	01404 812733
	Venn Ottery Barton, Venn Ottery, EX11 1RZ

webmaint@newtonpopplefordpc.co.uk
	N/A


The Parish Council meets monthly, usually on the first Tuesday of the month, in Newton Poppleford Village Hall at 8.00pm; there is no meeting in August.  All official correspondence should be addressed to the Clerk of the Council. 
If you want your local event publicised on the website please telephone or email the info to Shân Merritt.[image: image5]
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