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Ward Cllrs Report to Parish Council June 2017  

Summary: 

EDDC Scrutiny Committee – CCG representatives came to talk about hospital bed closures. Dr Simon Kerr, Chairman 

of Eastern Locality of the NEW Devon CCG and John Finn, Deputy Chief Operating Officer for Planned 

Care and Programmes were able to answer questions put by residents, councillors and Scrutiny Committee 

members. Their responses were once again unsatisfactory and all they were able to say was that the hospital at 

home system works in other areas. They were not able to offer any evidence to back up their claims. See full press 

release from that meeting at the end of this report. 

Parking 

Coleridge Medical Centre wrote to EDDC to complain that they are unable to park their cars in the Newton 

Poppleford Car Park on a Monday and Friday morning. This lead EDDC officers to wonder if we should change to Pay 

and Display. However after meeting with our Clerk Paul Hayward, PC Chairman Hazel Jeffery and myself at the car 

park  it was agreed that EDDC would put up a sign asking residents to leave one particular car parking space free for 

the doctor on a Monday and Friday morning. This works very well in Beer and so we are hopeful that drivers will 

respect this request. 

Recycling 

Hurray, at last the new system has begun in our area. There have been a few teething problems but response to my 

requests have been swift. For example I asked for an additional recycling sack for the pavilion, for the dog bin to be 

cleared in Chestnut Way and for Southerton’s recycling to be collected This happened within 24 hours of the request 

and in some cases on the same day. Please let me know if you are experiencing any other problems. Tel 568460 

Modern Day Slavery 

We had further training on Modern Slavery last week by Jessica Wilde from the organisation UNSEEN, and this 
training will be  being offered to both officers at EDDC and to town and parish councils. The Modern Slavery Act 2015 

covers 2 main offences, punishable by up to life imprisonment: 
 
1. Slavery, servitude and forced or compulsory labour 
2. Human trafficking 
 
In Exmouth there are 3 officers dedicated to Modern Day Slavery.  
 
I have sent the powerpoint presentation to parish council members. 
 
Read more here:  https://www.modernslaveryhelpline.org/  
 

The Greater Exeter Strategic Plan 

This continues to be a concern. From experience  I am sceptical about public consultation, and this plan is likely to 

have a very significant impact on our area, which could easily become ‘suburban’ in a very short space of time. 

Read more here: 

https://www.gesp.org.uk/ 

In addition it looks as though the area known as Greendale may be being expanded significantly. Despite the ED local 

Plan and the Village Plan stating that no further expansion at Greendale is proposed. This  picture shows the land put 

https://www.modernslaveryhelpline.org/
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forward for development. One wonders how much more of our countryside will be built upon and how much more 

traffic the A3052 can take before it becomes a car park. Increased traffic on the A3052 will impact on us here in 

Newton Poppleford which already has in excess of 12,000 traffic movements per day. 

 

Val Ranger 26/06/17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Press Release: 

 

East Devon Scrutiny committee puts pressure on NEW CCG 
representatives  

Motion passed in favour of maintaining existing number of community hospital beds in East Devon  

Representatives of the NEW Devon Clinical Commissioning Group attended a recent meeting on 22 June 

2017 of East Devon District Council’s Scrutiny committee, whose members had asked for assurances that 

packages of care for patients will be both adequate and in place before any inpatient bed closures 

commence.  

Dr Simon Kerr, who currently chairs the Eastern Locality of the NEW Devon CCG and John Finn, Deputy 

Chief Operating Officer for Planned Care and Programmes, who was attending on behalf of Chief Operating 

Officer Rob Sainsbury, were robustly questioned on the value of their evidence, which was used in the 

decision made to close inpatient beds. The committee also queried those actions of the health service, which 

appeared to be deliberately reducing patient referrals to those hospitals indicated as losing beds once the new 

model of care implementation went ahead.  

At the end of the debate, Dr Kerr reiterated that current care levels would only get worse if no action was 

taken, and that no beds would be closed until implementation was confirmed as safe and in place to deploy.  

The Scrutiny Committee agreed the following resolutions:  
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• The Committee reiterates its strongly held view that the existing level of community hospital beds in East 

Devon should be retained, and that there should be no further closure of community hospitals in East Devon.  

• The Committee expresses its great concern at the proposed drastically reduced level of hospital beds in 

East Devon, particularly in view of general population growth projections, and projected increases in the 

population of elderly people - already some of the highest levels in the country.  

• The Committee is greatly concerned that the NEW Devon CCG decision, if implemented, would result in 

no community hospital beds east of Sidmouth, which would leave residents in a huge swathe of rural East 

Devon remote from the nearest hospital facility and with poor public transport connections to the nearest 

hospital.  

• The Committee is greatly concerned that evidence of satisfactory replacement care services, and detailed 

financial costings, has not been provided by the NEW Devon CCG, despite being requested to provide such 

information by the Devon County Council Health and Wellbeing Scrutiny Committee on 7 March 2017, and 

by East Devon District Council Scrutiny Committee on 24 November 2016.  

• The Committee is greatly concerned that the NEW Devon CCG appears determined to press ahead with 

closure of beds and hospitals in east Devon, despite lack of evidence to justify closure and establishment of 

care at home services.  

• The Committee is still of the view that the comparison to Northern and Western Devon areas is unfair as 

the demographics are not the same in Eastern Devon.  

• The Committee agrees to write to the Devon County Council Health and Adult Care Scrutiny Committee, 

urging it to refer the NEW Devon CCG decision to the Secretary of State for Health, as a matter of urgency, 

because of a lack of assurances or evidence of the practicality of the proposals. The letter will also express 

concern that a lack of early submission will result in NEW Devon CCG going ahead with its unpopular, 

unjustified and damaging proposals;  

• The letter will also reiterate a request that other health services such as the Minor Injuries Unit and 

maternity unit in Honiton remain ‘ring-fence’ protected for a period of time to be determined, before review 

in three years.  

Councillor Roger Giles, Chairman of East Devon District Council’s Scrutiny Committee, said: 

“I would like to thank Mr Finn and Dr Kerr for attending and answering questions. I would also like to thank 

the Committee for their robust debate. However, I am particularly disappointed that the CCG have failed to 

provide evidence that an adequate replacement care at home service can be provided. The case made by the 

CCG just does not stand up to scrutiny. The CCG admitted on 22 June that they are unaware of how many 

staff will be needed for the new service - yet claimed a figure of savings that would result. The CCG has 

completely failed to address previously expressed concerns. East Devon District Council’s Scrutiny 

members strongly urged the CCG not to proceed with its highly unpopular and damaging proposals." 

 


