

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held in Harpford Hall on 
Tuesday 12th June 2012 at 8pm

Present:-		Cllrs	Jeffery
			Cook
			Clark
			Phillips
			Slattery

Apologies:-	Cllrs.	Cole, Channon CC, Pearce & Sanders absent.

In attendance:-	D G Atkins - Clerk & RFO
		Cllr Potter DC 
		Mr Ted Swan re. P3.

Election of Chair of meeting - It was proposed that Cllr Jeffery take the Chair.

			Proposed	Cllr Phillips

			Seconded	Cllr Cook			Unan

Minutes of the meeting held on 1st May 2012 were approved and signed.

			Proposed	Cllr Phillips

			Seconded	Cllr Cook			Unan.

Declarations of Interest - None

11/13/13	Reports:-	Chairman of Meeting

		A)	Police - Noted the last months report was received after the meeting and 				forwarded via email to members (copy attached to main minutes).

		B)	Venn Ottery Green

		1.Grass cutting and maintenance  - It was noted that D G A Contracts had cut the grass on the Green as requested by the Residents Association in time for the Jubilee Celebrations, the Clerk gave an overview of the likely costs involved for a contract for the season.  It was also noted that Chris Drake had been invited to quote, but the matter was in abeyance pending the outcome of access to the area from the road beside Mr Joyce‘s.  The Clerk was keeping an eye on thegrass between the private roadway and the hedge/bushes to establish if it was being cut by anyone.

		2. In respect of the signing off of the ownership issue as now agreed with the Land Registry, a response was awaited from Mr Joyce to the Councils last letters (Note the Clerk read a draft of a further letter to be sent to Mr Joyce in respect of access to the Green off the County Road).  Due to the County Council claiming ownership of the Bell Mouth to the concrete gully adjacent the start of the private road.

	It was agreed the Clerk send the letter to Mr Joyce as presented.  (Note this letter was cleared by Keith Brody of Everys as in order).

	Response from Clinton Devon Estates re. planning matters - The Clerk said a response was awaited and he would be contacting them again shortly.  Noted.

	Grass cutting contract - Playing Field.  To update the meeting on an agreed regime.  The Clerk advised that the grass would be cut on a weekly basis during the cricket season once just the outfield and the next the whole field. 

		Any other urgent matters.  The Clerk reported sending a letter of the Councils thanks to Bryan Woodley for all his helpers efforts for the Jubilee which was a great success.

	C) Clerks

	1.	Income, Expenditure, Balances to end of March Financial year end.  It was noted the analysis had been produced by Cllr Simmond and sent via email toMembers (it was further noted this information would be incorporated into the Internal Audit on examination and certification ready for external Audit on the 11th July with the new Auditor at Bolton.  Cllr Slattery sought information as to who the internal auditor is.  The Clerk responded advising that it was Mr D Hinchliffe who was in the County Treasurers Department for his job.  On retirement from the County Council he was Auditing most Councils in the area therefore was fully conversant with parish affairs.  Noted.

	2.	Income, Expenditure and Balances to end of April.  Tabled and notedwithout discussion (Cllr Simmonds to produce the analysis as usual) in due course.

	3.	Jubilee Celebrations Interim Report from Cllr Simmond, Treasurer and to give advance warning of consideration of a permanent village feature.  CllrSimmond indicated that approximately £2,500 was likely to be available towards such an item.  Cllr Cook questioned whether some of the money should be returned to the Council to repay the grant of £2000 set aside for the event.  This was not agreed by the majority as all the profit was to be given to the ParishCouncil to be spent on whatever was agreed as the permanent feature thereof.  It was also noted that the Jubilee Committee was to meet to finalise the matter and make a recommendation/s in respect of what to spend the surplus on!! The Council would then decide at its next meeting.   Noted.

	4.	Environment Agency re. grass cutting on works areas.  The Clerk advised that in discussion with the Agency they had requested a meeting with our Contractor to set out thus guidelines for cutting etc. with a view to their own contractors carrying out the contract.  However after meeting Chris Drake they had agreed he carry out the works as instructed, the Environment Agency was to pay via reinbursement of the Parish Council.

	5.	Review of grant availability in respect of the 106 Funds and CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy). Cllr Phillips stated there was available a sum of £15,000 held by the District for further Sport/Recreation Funding and the Clerk added that in respect of land purchase further sums were available but as it was unlikely the Parish would wish to purchase more land at this time he was hoping a relaxation of the particular Policy could be considered by the District Council in due course.

	D) County Cllr

	1.	The Clerk reported that in respect of quarrying and future sites consideration of Halfway House junction improvement should again be considered, in light of the alleged proposal for dealing with future quarrying in Ottery St Mary area.  Cllr Chairman having advised him that the proposal was out for consultation at thistime, these views were upheld by Cllr Potter the Vice Chairman of the Liaison Group.

	2.	The Clerk also referred to a County Grant Scheme that would provide£1 per Elector with the District Council adding 10 pence.  This was to schemes of a Neighbourhood arrangement where two or more parishes/ towns jointly promoted a beneficial scheme.  He added that he did not think this was a very practicalway to proceed.

	E) District Cllr

	1.	 Cllr Potter updated the meeting on the matter of Venn Ottery Quarry and an Inspection that had been carried out by an Officer from the County in respect of actions that the quarry company should have carried out.  It was hoped thatmatters would be regularised by the end of July.

	It was further noted that works had been curtailed for two months whilst they completed extraction at Marsh Broadmore.

	Mr T Swan - P3 Volunteer

	The Clerk introduced Mr Swan to Members, he was warmly welcomed.  He had hoped Cllr Harding the P3 Co-ordinator of Ottery St Mary could have attended to givean overview of current matters.  However he was keeping a watching brief on paths and considered most were in good order and advised that the first vegetation growth was about to be cut by contractors.  He said that in respect of dog excretion,more signs were to be placed on certain paths.  Mr Swan advised members to the path that runs from Back Lane to Tipton where a hole had been filled but had washedout again during the recent flood.  He was thanked for his attendance and time spent on matters.

11/13/14	Correspondence

	1.	EDDC.  Re. …….. Hero and Guest,
			Tea party at Knowle with Chair
			Date to be arranged.

	Members considered the request questioning as to why this should take place.  The Clerk responded that it was the wish of Cllr Halse the current Chairman.

	It was agreed to invite Mr Jeff Tenney who over many years has given stalwart service to the parish not only as a Cllr but in many other ways.

11/13/15	Closure - The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting.
		

