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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held in St Luke’s Church on 
Tuesday 8th January 2013 at 8.00pm  (Note. change of venue due to bowling club in the village hall)

Present: -		Cllrs	Jeffery
				Cook
				Clarke
				Slattery
				Pearce
				Phillips			
				Simmonds
		
Apologies: -	Cllrs.	Cole, Sanders, Channon CC and Potter DC.

11/12/47	Appointment of Chairman of the Meeting:-	

		It was agreed that as Cllr Jeffery was sitting in the Chair he chairs the proceedings.

11/12/48	Declarations of Interest:-	None at this time.
											Unan.

11/12/49	Minutes of the meetings held on 4th and 11th December 2012 were approved and signed.

					Proposed Cllr Cook
					Seconded Cllr Pearce				Unan.

	(A member of the Public wished to challenge the Minutes but was advised this would have to be raised in the Open Session as indeed the members had approved them).		

11/12/50	Reports

			A) Chairmans

	1)	Police. Apologies were noted from Constable Wallace and the two reports were read by the Clerk.  It being noted from November there were 5 reported crimes, an increase of 3 on the previous month.  A total of 28 incidents were also reported, this was an increase of 17 on the previous month.  In respect of December, there were two crimes reported, a reduction of 3 on the previous month and there was a total of 16 incidents reported, a decrease of 12 on the previous month.

	2)	Floods.  The Clerk referred to the fact that he had written a letter to the Prime Minister in respect of the Environment Agency’s attitude to the problem of debris build up in rivers and streams causing overtopping and the loss of land.

	Cllr Simmonds gave a further update on matters pertaining to Lower Way, Harpford, stating again the need for a comprehensive plan to alleviate the problem of sand washing down from the woods above the area and the extra cost to the County Council 	for cleaning up the roadway.  The Clerk said this had amounted to £70,000.  It was noted that the end of Lower Way near the main Road had not been attended too and this was causing back up in Mr Snell’s field, his ditch had at last been cleared after many years which had made a tremendous difference.  There had still not been a satisfactory answer from the County Council about a date for the meeting of interested parties, particularly Clinton Devon Estates.

	It was noted that a letter of thanks had been sent to the Environment Agency in respect of clearing part of Back Brook in Webbers Meadow.  He raised the matter of the washing away of Mr Webbers caravan field and the danger to the red bridge and  of the attitude of the Environment Agency and their advice to leave well alone.

	B) Clerks 

	1) 	Income, Expenditure, Balances, Current Account November and December 2012.    The Clerk highlighted various heads and explained that included in the Balance of £33,046.78 was the £6000 transferred from Scottish Widows which had not been placed in the account suggested by Nat West due to a malfunction at the Bank.  He was meeting a representative on Friday to establish what had occurred.

	2)	To consider further the review of Burial Charges.  It was noted that the East Devon Council charges were now to hand and that they be adopted by the Parish Council.  (These are attached to the main minutes and filed).  The Income and Expenditure was accepted and agreed.

				Proposed Cllr Cook
				Seconded Cllr Phillips				Unan.

	3)	Burrow Lane Bus Shelter.  To consider and agree action in respect of the Burrow Lane Bus Shelter, water egress from the road into the shelter.  The Clerk suggested that the floor level could be raised by 3” but that some of the water now ran in because of a change to the road alignment.  It was agreed to consult the County Council.

	4)	To agree a date and time for a meeting of the Pavilion and Playing Field Trustees to review charges.  The Clerk advised the meeting that the users of the field had been requested to agree to meet on a Wednesday in January to discuss matters of concern etc.  There had been no replies to date.

	5)	Parish Council vacancies.  It was noted that at the time of printing the Agenda, four people had made contact about joining the Council, one such had been interviewed by the Clerk and on discovering that the Council met on more than one occasion in the month he had withdrawn his interest.  The Clerk was awaiting details of the other interested parties one of whom was not on the electoral roll and therefore would have to register before being able to be considered.  He would bring names and information to the February meeting.  It was noted that due to the vacancies being held over from the last poll the Council could fill the places by co-option and if there were more than two interested parties, members would have to hold their own election process.

	C)  County Cllr
	
	1)	To report on work to Halfway House - I have received from John Penny another pile of excuses for delays in these improvements.  It is obviously the fault of Aggregates and I have replied to John expressing my extreme displeasure and concern.  Hopefully, at the meeting next week he will give us a date and let us know if there will need to be any diversions.

	2)	Lower Way flooding, Otter Reach, Meadow Drive, culvert displacement - I am still trying to get a meeting to discuss outstanding matters in respect of Lower Way.

	3)	Update on Primary School refurbishment / replacement - A reply from Simon Niles, the Head of School Organisation indicated that there was no guarantee of a new school in the immediate future for Newton Poppleford, as the national funding strategy had changed since we made the bid for 2015.  Cllr Channon has offered to meet with the Head this term.

	Mrs Pinney said she maintained her view of the matter which was in line with the H M who she said would have attended this meeting if he could.

	4)	Blocked drain in Brook Meadow - She was told that the blocked drain at the bottom of Brook Meadow was cleared and she questioned had it blocked again after the recent weather, this could not be answered at this time.
	
	5)	Any other matters / questions (none).
	
	6)	It was noted that the School Bus still turns at Woodleys.

	D) District Cllr.  The Clerk wearing his District Council Hat said that Cllr Potter had mentioned to him the development plan and its current status.  The Clerk referred to the Plan Document and page 94, para. 15.4 refers in particular and read from the Policy.  The Clerk advised the meeting that this paragraph referred to the old development plan dated from 2005-2011 and until the new Local Development Plan had been through its examination by a Planning Inspector sometime in the latter part of the year, the planners had to refer to the outdated 2011 plan for the time being.

11/12/51	Budget Proposals.  Members received the Budget and noted the criteria now to be used, pending further review by Central Government in respect of a form of capping in future years of Local Councils and to approve the precept requirement for the ensuing year as recommended (proposals tabled for information).  The Clerk recommended acceptance of the budget as drawn.  Members pointed out that under the heading of Allotments which was to be checked, there was no Income entered.  The Clerk in response apologised for the omission but stated that £890 was a fair figure which included the up-front water charge.   The Council agreed to the Precept being increased to £40,500 in view of the discount figure available under the criteria of £2936, which in view of taking on the car park (if it happens) covered the increase as well as giving a buffer for next year if a cap was applied.

				Proposed	Jeffery
				Seconded	Phillips				Unan.

  	He also advised that there were 37 Allotment Holders, holding and working 90 ¼ plots.  On the question of how had the holders decided to accommodate a disabled raised plot and an area for fruit trees, the Clerk said it had come as a surprise to him, but that all the cost was covered by the Holders from coffee mornings, the only charge paid by the Council was for wood, matting etc. obtained by Mr Tuck and that there was enough funds in the allotment account to cover it.  Cllr Cook considered that they should have asked the Council before proceeding.

11/12/50	Correspondence - None.

11/12/51	To Agree or Otherwise that a representative of Devon and Cornwall Housing Association be invited to a meeting in the near future to discuss provision of Affordable Housing on site in the village (Down Close).  Members agreed to this provided that it was an open meeting.  For full transparency so that the public are fully informed.

11/12/52	Matters raised by Members

	Cllr Cook raised the matter of the state of the toilets and the fact that the cemetery bin was overflowing.  Members agreed that the toilet situation was not acceptable and that a further letter be sent to the operative giving an official warning.  It is considered the public toilets need a deep clean (note the Clerk has sought the advice of an Officer at EDDC and is taking the matter forward).  In respect of the bin at the cemetery he would investigate this yet again. (Note it appears SITA operatives have not emptied it).  The matter is under investigation again now awaiting a response (emptied on Tuesday).

11/12/53 	Planning Applications received

	A)	12/2707/FUL				Rostrevor Cottage, Burrow

	Proposal:	Barn conversion to create dwelling.

	Members considered a site meeting to be appropriate.  This took place on Friday 11th January where the conclusion reached was that the proposal could not be supported for the reasons below:-
.
Members visited the site and observed the following points:- 

1. The condition of the barn, its walls and tin roof. 
2. The separate parking area to the west of the building would have to have a filled area and substantial engineered wall to Rostrevor is required as the hedge area is not considered wide enough to accommodate the parked vehicles, also it is too near the junction with poor visibility causing a hazard to all road users. 
3. The barn itself takes up part of the site line through the narrow road way caused by the barn situated as it is, where Horse and Cart were using the lane years ago. 
4. Visibility to the west is severely blocked by the barn and will not be improved by the creation of the converted barn into a dwelling. 
5. The roof height appears to be increased and would have an impact on light to the property opposite to a detrimental effect. 
6. It was considered that the access arrangement left something to be desired as it would be joint and the turning of a vehicle parked as indicated on the Plan might reverse out onto Burrow Lane with no visibility, an increased hazard to other road users. 
In conclusion Members considered that the application could not be supported and that further discussion be held with Officers to see if the building could be demolished and a new one placed in the site with parking on the widened area outside the barn. 
It was further felt that the barn whilst historical, caused obstruction to vehicles due to its protrusion into Burrow Lane, whereas developments close by are set back allowing better visibility for all users.


	B)	12/2702/FUL				4 Glebelands

	Proposal:	Single storey ground floor conservatory on side elevation of the property (previous site inspection).

	Members again were not satisfied with the details requested from the previous application which had not been addressed and therefore could not support the proposal as there appeared conflict with what had previously been applied for.

11/12/54	Harpford Hall

	To consider any action to be taken in respect of the closure of Harpford Church Hall, in view of the position of ownership and the public funds put into the building over a number of years (rural aid).

	Cllr Simmonds as Chair of the group of volunteers who have run the building for a number of years explained their views on the matter indicating that as the Church Authorities had done nothing and let the ground become overgrown, Mrs Webber (who in 1982 was the District Cllr) had formed an Ad Hock Committee to bring the building back into use.  Whereby this Committee and those before had operated raising funds and letting the building to users of the Parish and particularly Old Harpford.  He referred to the original gift of the land from the incumbent at the time of the building being built by a gift of a local builder for use as a Sunday School for the benefit of Harpford.  Therefore his team could not understand the stance taken by the Church Authorities, both Local and Diocesan in not agreeing to passing the building over to the villagers. After holding a village meeting where the position was explained to the villagers, the keys were posted to the Diocese Property Services department on the 31st December 2012.

	The Clerk said he had contacted the Vicar and the Property Services Officer, Graham Davies at Exeter who were more than happy to talk with the Parish Council to see if a way forward could be considered and a meeting had been provisionally arranged.

	It has appeared that the Archdeacon on hearing about this advised that as he considered that as building stands on Glebe ground the Glebe Committee must decide on the next appropriate move and could not agree that the same terms could apply to the Parish Council as had been offered to the Committee of volunteers.  Therefore the matter had to rest until after the Glebe Committee meeting when Mr Taylor the Church Warden would contact the Clerk.  It was noted that Cllr Simmonds wished to attend any future meetings with the Diocese.

	Haylor-Lass said that no account had ever been produced for public scrutiny nor in his view had an A.G.M been called.

11/12/55	Closure	

	The Chairman closed the meeting.

	Open Session 

	Firstly a gentleman raised the matter of the footballers language from the playing field which is very bad.  He then spoke on the charges and use by the Clubs and considered that the Council should give support to the youth especially as the village children are involved.  It was pointed out that a meeting is being arranged for all the field users to attend and discuss the increased charges of the grass cutting, maintenance, insurance and use.  He then raised the matter of the failure of the Clerk to bring to the meeting the revised results of the survey / questionnaire, which he had said at the December meeting he would.  The survey in question was analyzed by Mr Swann in respect of SHLAA and with particular reference to King Alfred Way, others joined in.  It was established that an addendum had been forwarded to the District which had been overviewed by Cllr Sanders with Mr Swann.  From this there was a view expressed that the Clerk could not run the meeting and take enough notes to cover all aspects.  The Clerk pointed out that Minutes were not a verbatim record.

	Shan Merritt considered that the Council must at the earliest opportunity put in place a Chairman to take on the responsibility, when she questioned those present they advised they did not want to take on that responsibility.

	It was then that three people considered that a Minute taker be considered ,on the subject that the Clerk should take full notes of the proceedings and produce Minutes to a higher standard.
	

	Mrs Swan raised the problem of the build up again of Stones in Back Brook in Webbers Meadow, she also referred to the picnic table which had not been ref-fixed from the last flood.  Cllr Pearce said it had now to wait for drier conditions as it had to be dug out and concrete applied to the legs.

	Haylor-Lass said that in respect of the Burrow Bus Shelter, county drains nearby are not working and the same applies in Burrow Lane.

	It was also considered by general agreement that more empty sand bags were required and Shan Merritt asked who had got the last lot? Response Cllr Cole and Cllr Pearce.



                                    Chairman



                                   Date.

