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COMMEMORATION OF WW1: 

A NIGHT TO REMEMBER 
 
This is your opportunity  to see Christine Hardy's 
award-winning play:  
 

"The Long Shadow" 
at Newton Poppleford Village Hall 

on Saturday 21st June 
 
This will be a night to remember those who 
fought, and the many who gave their lives, for 
our freedom and our country in WW1. 
 
The play tells the story of the experiences of a 
young soldier in the trenches in 1915 and the 
long shadow this would cast on him and his 
future family.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This will be Newton Poppleford's night to 
remember  World War 1 through the play, 
together with musical entertainment and a 
supper. 

All profits in aid of the 
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 

Ring 01395 568897 for ticket information. 
 

Tickets £10 per person, including fish & chip 
supper with pud, tea/coffee; BYO other drinks. 

 
* * * * * 

CLLR GRAHAM SALTER 
RESULTS OF THE INVESTIGATIONS 

 
The full reports of the investigation into 
the conduct of Cllr Graham Salter have 
been made available on the East Devon 
District Council web site as follows: 
 
1. Report of an investigation by Tim 

Darsley, appointed by the Monitoring 
Officer of East Devon District Council, 
into allegations concerning Councillor 
Graham Salter of Newton Poppleford 
and Harpford Parish Council.   

 This is the report of the Independent 
Investigator.    
http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/final_rep
ort_cllr_graham_salter_revised_stand
ards_hearing_150514.pdf     

 
2. East Devon District Council  -  Standards 

Committee Decision Notice.  Complaint 
Reference MO-C021.   

 This is the later  decision of the EDDC 
Standards Sub-Committee. 

 http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/decision
_notice_hearing_salter_c021_redacte
d_signature_150514.pdf 

 
Both documents can easily be found on EDDC's 
website by entering the councillor's name in the 
search field at top of the home page. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* * * * * 
* * * * * 

 

CARNIVAL POSSIBLE THIS YEAR??? 
 

The Carnival Committee has now folded up, but 
with some new volunteers just starting there 
MIGHT be a carnival.   
 
At least £1000 is needed in order to run this 
year's event, so please support any carnival 
fund-raising activities.   

 

* * * * * 
HARPFORD HALL 

 
The Parish Council has been keen to acquire the hall 
for the benefit of the Parish; there have been several 
requests from local groups who would like to use the 
hall. The Parish Council spent months trying to 
negotiate a lease with the Diocese. Unfortunately the 
terms of the lease proposed could have left the 
Parish Council with a serious liability. The Parish 
Council is now looking into the possibility of 
purchasing the hall outright – but this will depend on 
the price at the end of the day.  In the meantime the 
Hall has now been registered as a community asset. 
 

  

 

 



 

Community Asset 
 
The Community Right to Bid (the Right), which is also 
known as Assets of Community Value is one of the 
new community rights derived from the Localism Act, 
2012,  all of which aim to devolve power to local 
communities. The aim of the Right is to empower 
communities wishing to protect valuable local assets 
(land and buildings) by requiring the District Council 
to maintain a list of assets in its area which are of 
community value, so that upon  sale, the community 
will have a chance to delay a sale in order to prepare 
a bid to buy it. 
 
The Right does not restrict in any way who the owner 
of the asset can sell his property to, or at what price 
and it does not confer a right of first refusal to 
community interest groups. 
 
A building or land in a local authority’s area will be 
listed as an asset of community value if, in the 
opinion of East Devon District Council:  

 current primary use of the building/land or use of 
the building/land in the recent past furthers the 
social well-being or social interests (cultural, 
recreational, or sporting interests) of the local 
community  

 it is realistic to think that now or in the next five 
years there could continue to be primary use of 
the building/land which will further the social well-
being or social interests of the local community 
(whether or not in the same way as before) 

 
In the meantime the Parish Council is waiting for a 
decision from EDDC. An example of a community 
asset nearby is the Red Lion at Sidbury.  
 

* * * * * 
HIMALAYAN BALSAM 

 

The Himalayan balsam season is starting with 
the first of the plants just coming through. The 
parish council team has been working to 
eliminate this invasive weed for the last three 
years and arrangements are being finalised for 
pulling it out this year. 
 
We hope to run weekly sessions from now until 
September, mainly on the Back Brook, but also 
on the watercourse in Harpford as well as a few 
other sites around the parish. The first session 
was on Saturday 31st May in Harpford and we 
met at the road junction with the footpath that 
crosses the red bridge at 10.00 am. The second 
session will be on Webbers Meadow on the 
evening of Tuesday 24th June at 7.00 pm. 
 
We need all the help we can get if we are to rid 
the village of this plant. It is important that it is 
removed as it takes over from the natural 
vegetation on stream and river banks and when 
it dies down in winter, there is no plant cover to 
hold the river bank and this accelerates erosion 
of the banks and makes flooding more likely. 
 

Pulling the balsam is not difficult as it comes up 
quite easily and the work can be quite 
therapeutic. You will need strong gloves and 
wellington boots if possible. Long sleeves are 
also useful as some of the plants grow adjacent 
to nettles and brambles. Children are welcome 
to help as well, but they must be accompanied 
by a responsible adult. 
 
Notices will be placed on village boards advising 
of future pulling dates, but if you are interested 
in helping, please telephone so that I can add 
your details to the data base so that participants 
can be emailed further information. 
 
Do please get in touch to volunteer your 
services. Even if you are only able to make one 
session it would be of considerable help. 
 

Ted Swan 

Telephone 01395 567450  
or email swanstandg@btinternet.com    

 
* * * * * 

Parish Paths Partnership. 
 
The Parish Paths Partnership or as is more widely 
known as P3, is a government led scheme 
introduced many years ago to attempt to keep our 
local footpaths walkable and in good condition. The 
government financially supports County Councils 
who in turn appoint volunteers within interested 
parishes to look after and maintain the rights of way 
within those areas. Devon County Council has 
interest from the majority of its parishes resulting in 
several hundred people actively making efforts to 
keep our paths open and enjoyable for all to use. 
 
Newton Poppleford is an active participant in the 
scheme and John Harding is the co-ordinator for our 
parish, aided and assisted by the writer. John has the 
same role in Ottery St Mary parish and we both 
regularly walk the paths and do minor clearing works 
with hand tools. Should we find more major 
obstructions such as large tree trunks then we try to 
negotiate with the landowner to get them removed or 
we make contact with the County Council who can 
arrange for contractors to do the job. 
 
Both John and I have been busy this winter/ spring 
mainly repairing steps and clearing trees that came 
down in the storms earlier this year. Several local 
landowners have also been helpful and have used 
their chainsaws to cut up some of the major 
obstacles. 
 
Currently the problems are to do with undergrowth 
which with the warm wet spring conditions is rampant 
this year with a number of paths being almost 
impossible to walk in wet conditions without getting 
soaked. The County Council undertake to strim most 
paths each year, but only have the funds to do one 
cut. They are due to make a start anytime now, but 
subsequent trimming will need to be done by us 

mailto:swanstandg@btinternet.com


 

volunteers! If you are interested in helping please 
give us a call. 
 
Another major current issue is the bridge on footpath 
number 5 over the Back Brook which has been lost 
for about 18 months now. The abutment work has 
been finished for some time, but we still await the 
installation of the final structure. We are told that the 
contractors have been busy on other projects, but we 
are hopeful that we might get our new bridge soon. 
 
If you have been over the ‘red bridge’ towards 
Harpford recently, you will have noticed serious 
erosion problems on the Harpford side of the river 
bank. The County Council are aware of this problem 
but anything they do has to be agreed with the 
Environment Agency and consequently takes time for 
anything to happen. We are hopeful that a solution 
can be found before next year’s wet season begins. 
 
If on your travels on the rights of way in the parish 
you encounter any problems, then do contact either 
John or myself. We cannot promise instant action but 
we will try to do what we can to make sure the paths 
are at least passable. 

 
John Harding (01404 814052 or 
Ted Swan (01395 567450). 

* * * * * 
SPENDING S106 MONEY:  

NETTING FOR PLAY AREA 
 
The Newton Poppleford and Harpford Parish Council 
is pleased to report there was a positive vote for 
protective netting around the children's play area. 
The netting is required due to the standard of cricket 
being played by visiting teams. The funding for the 
netting is coming from the Section 106 money, which 
is money paid into EDDC by developers and not out 
of the parish precept. The council will be looking at 
other areas where the funding can be used once the 
netting has been installed.  
At present we are waiting for the planning application 
to be approved. 

 
* * * * * 

REVAMPED PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE 
 
At last the website is undergoing a bit of a facelift and 
should be available to all from the end of June 2014.   
 
Local clubs and organisations will be able to have 
their own pages, and local businesses will be able to 
advertise their wares or services (at a small charge). 
 
Thanks are due to Ed Slattery for his time and effort 
in preparing the invitation to tender document, and to 
all councillors for taking time to evaluate the 
responses and provide feedback. 

* * * * * 
VILLAGE HALL 

 
If you haven't been down to the Village Hall recently 
you could be in for a surprise! The Village Hall 
Management Committee has undertaken an 
extensive programme of re-furbishment and 

improvements resulting in an increase in activities 
and bookings. Comfortable new chairs and new 
curtains have been purchased, the floor has been re-
sanded and varnished and the kitchen re-vamped.  
As well as the long standing Whist, Bridge, and Short 
Mat Bowls Clubs there are now also weekly sessions 
of Keep Fit, Pilates, Dog Training and American 
Square Dancing. The Hall continues to be a popular 
venue for Bingo, Coffee Mornings, Table Sales and 
Parties, a newly formed Local History Group meets 
upstairs on a regular basis, and the Parish Council 
Meetings once a month. The Riverside Players' 
annual pantomime in February and the various play 
evenings and suppers seem popular and are always 
well supported in the village.  
 
Future plans include improvements to the lighting in 
the main hall and  the toilets. At present there is a 
vacancy for a Committee member and an urgent 
need for a Secretary, if you think you may be 
interested and have a little time to spare please 
contact the Village Hall Chairman, David Jeffery 
01395 568897, for more details. 

* * * * * 

NEXT BLOOD DONOR SESSIONS 
 

Next sessions will be held as follows: 
Ottery Football Club  11/7/14 & 18/8/14 
Sidmouth, Stowford Centre. 25/7/14 

* * * * * 

COUNTY COUNCIL 
 
DCC's Waste Education Team has been 
supporting schools, helping the children to 
identify and reduce the amount of waste 
packaging in their packed lunches, during the 
annual 'Waste Free Lunch' week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
21 schools from all over Devon entered the 
competition, and children at Newton Poppleford 
school have been celebrating their success, 
ending as runners-up in the competition and 
winning £100 for their school! 
 
The school worked hard to produce film clips, 
leaflets and in-home learning activities and 
managed to reduce waste from their lunchboxes 
significantly. 
 
Well done to all the children and teachers! 

Christine Channon  -  County Councillor 

 



 

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR'S  
ANNUAL REPORT 

 
The civic year has not seen much progress.  
The East Devon District Plan is still being 
negotiated with residents and the Inspector.  
The main problem seems to be how many 
houses should be built over the next 20 years 
and where to put them.  It is anticipated that the 
Plan will be approved and adopted early in 
2015. 
 

Newton Poppleford & Harpford Parish Council 
has had a very busy year, which has attracted a 
great deal of public interest.  The Clinton Devon 
Estates’ application to build up to 40 houses, 
doctor’s surgery and associated infrastructure 
south of King Alfred Way has caused much 
head scratching.  EDDC gave its consent to the 
proposal in September of last year but Newton 
Poppleford opponents to the application made a 
successful legal challenge.  EDDC considered 
the proposal again in May of this year and it was 
approved for a second time.  The main benefits 
include the provision of 16 much needed 

affordable homes, £25,000 towards upgrading 
footpath 1 and, of course, a new branch doctors’ 
surgery (which will comply with the most recent 
regulations).   
 

Another major concern for the Parish is the 
future of the car park off School Lane.  EDDC 
has offered the car park to the Parish Council 
free of charge but, if the offer is not accepted, 
EDDC will “consider its options”!  The average 
cost of maintenance over the last 8 years has 
been in the region of £1,360 per annum.  The 
car park is a valuable asset and I hope every 
endeavour will be made to keep it for the future. 
 

It is also unfortunate that the Harpford Hall is no 
longer available for community use.  The current 
owners have indicated that it is going to be sold 
and for a sum which is probably more than the 
local community can afford. 
 

Let us hope that the new civic year will be more 
positive. 
   

Ken Potter  -  District Councillor 

             
COUNCILLORS AS AT JUNE 2014 

Name Tel. Address Ward 

PARISH COUNCILLORS 

Jean Clarke 01395 568815 Thornlea, Exeter Rd, Newton Pop EX10 0BJ N Pop 

Maureen Cook 01395 568348 24 Littledown Orchard, Newton Pop EX10 0BQ N Pop 

Dave Jeffery 01395 568897 Old Orchard, Burrow EX10 0BP N Pop 

George Pearce 01395 568571 25 Turner Close, Newton Pop EX10 0EN N Pop 

Graham Salter 01395 519399 Little Shule, Farthings Lane, High Street EX10 0BU N Pop 

Ed Slattery 01395 567111 7 Down Close, Newton Pop, EX10 0JD N Pop 

Bill Phillips 01395 567786 7 Chestnut Way, Newton Poppleford EX10  Harpford 

Hazel Jeffery -
Chairman 

01395 567821 The Stables, Hoppins, Southerton, EX11 1SD Harpford 

Val Ranger 01395 568460 Coombe Down, Lower Way, Harpford EX10 0NQ Harpford 

Makala Tillotson 01395 567961 Badger Close Newton Pop EX10  Harpford 

Chris Cole - Vice Chair  01395 567621 Court Barn, Southerton EX11 1SE Venn Ottery 
    

County Cllr 
Christine Channon 

01395 442927 12 Cricket Field Court, Cricket Field Lane, 
Budleigh Salterton 

N/A 

District Cllr 
Ken Potter 

01395 567147 Bayford Lodge, Exmouth Road, Newton Pop N/A 

Clerk to Council 
David Atkins 

01395 264003 Potters, Lympstone Hill, Exmouth EX8 5AF 
parishclerk@newtonpopplefordpc.co.uk 

N/A 

Local Police Officers 
PC Dave Wallace 
PCSOs Chris Bolsover 
& Steve Blanchford-Cox 

101 Our beat Officers can be contacted by email on 

sidmouth@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 
N/A 

Website & Newsletter 

Shân Merritt 
01404 812733 Venn Ottery Barton, Venn Ottery, EX11 1RZ 

webmaint@newtonpopplefordpc.co.uk 
N/A 

Village Hall booking 01395 568571 Janey Drake N/A 

Pavilion 
David Zirker 

01395 567430 Brookfields, Venn Ottery Rd. 
 

N/A 

 

The Parish Council meets monthly, with additional or interim meetings as necessary.  
The monthly meetings are held on the last Monday of each month  -  check noticeboards/website for 

details and agendas.  Correspondence should be addressed to the Clerk to the Council. 
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