
 

Extracts from the Parish Magazine of 

Newton Poppleford, Harpford and Colaton 

Raleigh re the Parish Plan Project. 



March 2009 

Parish Planning 
– it’s a community thing 

It has been agreed to hold an 

Information Evening on the night 

of the Annual Parish Meeting 

which will take place on 

Tuesday 3
rd

 March at the  

Newton Poppleford Village Hall 
at 8.15pm, following the Parish 

Council Meeting which will 

commence at 7.30pm 
What is a Parish Plan? 

A Parish Plan is a community consultation 

exercise. It is a unique opportunity for a 

community to look at its own concerns and 

interests through a structured consultation process 

that is driven and carried out by the community, 

itself.  The outcome is a document (the Parish 

Plan) which lays out the issues raised and the 

desired outcomes as revealed by the consultation 

process. 

The most important part is the Action Plan; a short, 

pithy summary that lays out the issues; the 

outcomes desired; the priority of the issue for the 

community and the timeframe for implementation. 

For more about Parish Plans see the Community 

Council of Devon (CCD) website at 

www.devonrcc.org.uk 
What about Newton Poppleford & Harpford? 
Anyone who’d like to be involved in our 
community, or who is just interested in what is 
going on, is welcome to attend the meeting on 
Tuesday 3

rd
 March at 8.15pm in the Newton 

Poppleford Village Hall.   



April 2009 

Colaton Raleigh Annual 
Parish Meeting 

O BE HELD on Monday 27
th

 April 2009 at 

7.30pm in the Village Hall.  Tea, coffee and 

biscuits will be provided! 

All parishioners are invited to attend the Annual 

Parish Meeting where there will be a brief resume 

of the year’s Parish news followed by a talk on 

Parish Plans by the Community Council of Devon. 

Many rural communities in Devon have already 

written a Parish Plan.  It is a unique opportunity for 

a community such as Colaton Raleigh to look at its 

concerns and interests through a structured 

consultation process that is driven and carried out 

by the community.  When completed it will lay out 

key issues, desired outcomes and priority issues 

with timeframes for the community.   

You are welcomed to come along and learn more 

about Parish Plans! 



October 2009 

Vision for the Future 
The civil parish of Newton Poppleford, which 

includes Harpford and Venn Ottery, has started the 

process of asking you, the residents, what you 

would hope to see in the village in the years to 

come.  This is the first stage of producing a Village 

Plan – to guide our councils and service providers 

for the future. 

All the village clubs and societies should be 

contacted before the end of September, with the 

hope that they will get a representative to a short 

initial meeting in Newton Poppleford Village Hall 

from 10.00 – 11.00am on Saturday 3 October. 

If, by the time you read this, your organisation has 

not been asked, please ring Gill Sessions on 01395 

567147, if interested, or just turn up at 10 o’clock 

on Saturday. 



March 2010 

Vision for the Future  
 – the Parish Plan 
Report from the Steering Group. 
Thank you to all those who took the time and 

trouble to come to the Open Drop-In Session in 

January.  The session was very useful and, as a 

result, we’ve now got lots of ideas. 

One of the major issues in the Parish is the concern 

about traffic and the safety of pedestrians and 

cyclists.  Other issues included: the need for more 

affordable housing for local people; the need for a 

new community centre, which might offer indoor 

sporting facilities; environmental concerns, 

including restricting any development on the flood 

plain.  But, of course, this is not all! 

The Steering Group, in conjunction with the Rural 

Community Council of Devon, is now working on 

compiling a questionnaire on all of the issues 

raised.  We hope to get the questionnaire out to 

you some time in the spring.  So, watch this space! 

Gill Potter 

N P & Harpford Parish Plan Steering Group 

T 



 

May 2010 

Vision for the Future 

Newton Poppleford & Harpford 

Parish Plan 
As you know, the Parish Plan Steering Group has 

been working hard on the questionnaire, which will 

soon be delivered to all households in the Parish.  

The questionnaire is based on all the issues that 

were raised at the Open Drop-In Session at the 

Newton Poppleford Village Hall in January and we 

are hoping to get the questionnaire out to you 

during May, once the general Election is done and 

dusted. 

We now have the huge task of delivering and 

collecting the questionnaires.  We want to make 

this as personal as possible and are looking to add 

to our current list of volunteers.  Would you be 

willing to spare a little time on a couple of days to 

help by delivering/collecting questionnaires in the 

road where you live?  (Don’t worry if you live in a 

long road – we would try to divide this up as much 

as possible, so that nobody has to deliver to/collect 

from too many houses!)  If you can help, we would 

be most grateful.  Please ring Gill Potter on 01395-

567147. 

Finally, when you receive your questionnaire, 

please do take the time to complete it.  We need to 

get ideas and opinions regarding the future of the 

Parish from as many people as possible. 

Thank you!                                          Gill Potter 



June 2010 

Vision for the Future 

Newton Poppleford & 

Harpford Parish Plan 

The Questionnaire 
is now ready to go! 
By the time you read this, you 

may have already received your questionnaire.  If 

not, you should receive it within the next few days.  

If you have not received a copy by the end of May, 

please ring me, Gill Potter, on 567147. 

Your friendly distributor will arrange a time to call 

back to collect your completed questionnaire.  We 

are aiming to have collected all the questionnaires 

by the middle of June. 

The distributors have very kindly offered their time 

for this.  Please make their job as easy as possible. 

We look forward to hearing your comments and 

opinions. 

Gill Potter 

 

July 2010 

Vision for the Future 

    – THANK YOU! 
At the time of writing, the Parish Plan 

questionnaires are being collected.  Thank you to 

the people in every household who took the time 

and trouble to fill in their questionnaire.  The 

response so far has been very promising. 

In particular, a very special thank-you to the 

wonderful team of distributors/collectors, without 

whom this would not have been possible. 

The Parish Plan Steering Group is going to take a 

short break during the summer before considering 

the analysis of the questionnaires in earnest! 

The aim is to produce a Parish Plan document for 

each household some time later in the year. 

Many thanks once again. 

Gill Potter 

On behalf of the Parish Plan Steering Group. 



May 2011 

Creating the Picture 

 
A Parish Plan! 
Good news at last! 
After last summer’s grand effort of producing, 

distributing and collecting Parish Plan 

questionnaires (with very much valued support 

from a number of residents in the Parish), the 

Parish Plan Steering Group took a well-earned 

break. 

During the autumn, we started to look for funding 

to take the project forward to the next stage of 

inputting all the data and analysing the results. 

We applied to the East Devon AONB Partnership, 

who, although very supportive of our cause, had 

already reached their quota of funding allocations 

for the year.  For a while it looked as though we 



 

would have to do the data input ourselves.  

We thought about asking for volunteers to help 

with this daunting task. 

However, in the New Year, our County Councillor, 

Christine Channon, offered us some financial help.  

She has now matched the £1,000 put forward by 

our own Parish Council with another £1,000.  This 

has enabled us to get on with the project and I’m 

pleased to report that the questionnaires are all now 

at County Hall in Exeter, where the data input is 

taking place. 

The Steering Group is now in the process of 

submitting a new application to the East Devon 

AONB Partnership for the balance of funding we 

require.  Fingers crossed ... ! 

Gill Potter 

Newton Poppleford & Harpford Parish Plan 

Steering Group 

P.S. I do give the occasional update to the Parish 

Council at its monthly meetings in the Newton 

Poppleford Village Hall.  



November 2011 

Planning Framework 
for the next twenty years? 
LDF – Mark 2.  Mean anything to you.  East 

Devon have been working on the Local 

Development Framework (LDF) for the last few 

years as a blueprint for planning and development 

strategy for the plannable future.  Last year they 

produced their draft plan – which was unanimously 

rejected.  So it is now being reworked and is in the 

consultation stage.  Towns and key areas (like the 

new Cranbrook) have been setting housing and 

employment targets.  All remaining villages are 

assumed to grow by 5%, unless their parish 

councils make a good case for something different. 

Newton Poppleford & Harpford Parish Council 

have submitted a proposal which includes, among 

other things, grand plans for a new road from east 

to west, a new school, a community centre and a 

substantial area of housing.  This would have a 

dramatic effect on the character of the village.  

Unfortunately the plan referred to in this 

submission is not included in the document I have 

seen, so I can’t tell you where all this is going to be 

built.  BUT I haven’t been consulted by the Parish 

Council, and neither has anyone else I have spoken 

to.  It would seem to me that such a major proposal 

for changes in the village should at least have had a 

wider information and consultation exercise. 

Although it should be noted that this is your 

editor’s personal opinion, if you feel concerned 

about this, you know who your parish councillors 

are.  (you had the Newsletter in September) 

Background 

Under the new Coalition Government, the name of 

the document that every council must devise has 

changed to the Local Plan.  

But the aims and the challenges remain the same – 

to draw up a policy that provides the jobs and 

homes that people need and supports a thriving 

local economy, whilst protecting East Devon’s 

uniquely beautiful environment, much of which is 

officially labelled as Areas of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty, for residents and visitors to enjoy. 

 EDDC have confirmed their policy of listening 

and acting on local representations in this process – 

whilst not necessarily adopting every suggestion. 



January 2012 

Newton Poppleford & 
Harpford Parish Plan 
You may remember completing a survey last 

year among all the residents, to sound out your 

opinion on a number of things important to our 

community.  At long last the results are in and 

are being turned into a presentable and we 

hope easily understood form. 

The first presentation will be made to the 

Parish Council at their meeting in Harpford 

Hall at 7.30pm on Tuesday 17
th

 January. 

This is followed by an Open Display meeting 

for everybody in Newton Poppleford Village 

Hall between 10.00am and 2.00pm on 

Saturday 28
th

 January.  Do come! 



November 2012 

Newton Poppleford and 
Harpford Parish Plan 
The final version has now been approved and 

published and is due to be distributed to all 

households during the first few days of November.  

If you haven’t had your copy by the middle of the 

month, please contact Gill Potter on 01395 567147 



December 2012 

Parish Plan 2012 – 
Thanks! 

Y NOW you should all have received your 

copy of the Parish Plan.  Producing the 

Plan on behalf of the Newton Poppleford & 

Harpford Parish Council was a lengthy process 

which took between 2 and 3 years.  During this 

B 



 

period, all members of the Steering Group gave up 

many hours of their valuable free time to see this 

process through, with the support of the 

Community Council of Devon.  All of this work 

was totally unpaid.   

In accordance with the wishes of the members of 

the Steering Group, their names do not appear on 

the Plan.  However, I should personally like to take 

the opportunity of thanking all the members of the 

Steering Group for their continued hard work and 

support.  In no particular order these are Haylor 

Lass, Shan Merritt and Joce Dyer.  Without these 

people in particular, there would not be a Plan as 

you see it today. 

We should say a big thank you once again to all 

those who kindly delivered and collected the 

questionnaires and/or delivered the finished 

documents. 

Now that the people of Newton Poppleford & 

Harpford have spoken and the Parish Plan is 

complete, I hope we can all look forward to seeing 

how the Plan will be incorporated into shaping the 

future of our Parish. 

If anybody didn’t receive a copy of the Plan and 

would like one, please ring me on the number 

below. 

Gill Potter     (01395) 567147 

Chair of Steering Group 



 

 


